
The Reform Alliance is proposing that Governor Asa Hutchinson allocate $6 million out of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act fund to be used by the Succeed 
Scholarship Program. Such allocation would fall under the “other education entities” approved 
uses of funds. The allocated funds will be used to support families: 
 

● Pay tuition and fees at an approved private school 
● Pay tuition and fees at an approved micro-school, homeschool, or pandemic pod program 
● Pay for additional education-related services, determined by the child’s parent, including; 

tutoring, education technology (hardware, software, internet/broadband service), 
educational materials including curriculum, transportation to and from school, uniforms 
required by the school, and therapies related to treating any medically-diagnosed 
disability of a student. 

  
First priority would be given to students who have applied for, are qualified, but have not 
received a Succeed Scholarship for the 2020-2021 school year. As of now approximately 150 
Arkansas families fit this criteria. 
  
Any remaining funds shall be distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis to students living in a 
household with an income at or below $60,000 for a family of 4 or the equivalent household by 
size. 
 
Consistent with the current Succeed Scholarship administration, The Reform Alliance will not be 
paid an administrative fee so 100% of the funds will go directly to student education.  
 
Families utilizing CARES funds for purposes of seeking additional education-related services 
shall have such accounts audited by the State at the conclusion of the school year in which funds 
were used. In so doing, the State will ensure all funds are used on approved education-related 
services. 
 
This allocation of funds will ensure that all families receive access to schooling and education 
services that are typically reserved for Arkansas’ most affluent families. COVID-19 has created 
more need as families have lost jobs, seen their small businesses shuttered, and dealt with other 
effects of this pandemic. School begins on August 24th. Taking action now will ensure that 
should COVID-19 cases begin to rise later this Fall and close schools, the funding provided by 
the CARES funds will allow for the Reform Alliance to serve more families seeking to transition 
to a private school, homeschool, micro-school, pandemic pod, or seek more personalized 
education-related services. 
 
 5 States are currently using CARES Act Governor Emergency, Education Relief (GEER) funds for 
similar programs 



  
 
 
Oklahoma  
Gov. Kevin Stitt announced that Oklahoma will use $30 million of GEER funds for three new 
education initiatives: 1) Learn Anywhere Oklahoma 2) Bridge the Gap Digital Wallet, and 3) Stay 
in School Funds. (Announced July 17.) 
 

● Bridge the Gap Digital Wallet ($8 million) This program will provide $1,500 grants to 
more than 5,000 low-income families with grants to purchase curriculum content, 
tutoring services, and technology.  

● The private school portion is called the 'Stay in School Oklahoma Fund', where 1,500 
families will get more than $6,000 federal tax dollars to help pay private school tuition. 

 
New Hampshire 
New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu announced on July 28th that he would direct $1.5 million in 
federal money that came to New Hampshire as part of the CARES Act federal relief package to 
organizations that give scholarships to private elementary, middle and high schools. 

South Carolina 
Gov. McMaster announced the introduction of SAFE Grants program on July 20, 2020, which 
would provide K5-12 students of low- to middle-income families the opportunity to attend a 
school of choice. Gov. McMaster has dedicated up to $32 million of a federal grant known as 
the governor’s emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund for the SAFE grants program.  
   
Colorado 
$5-6 million of GEER funds to increase the capacity of Colorado Empowered Learning, a state-
supported supplemental online program that provides schools with online courses, professional 
development, and technical assistance for implementing blended and online learning models. 
  
Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican, whose GEER spending plans call for a $15 million "private 
school stabilization" fund and up to $30 million to buoy the state's existing private school 
choice programs. Florida received about $174 million in GEER funds. 
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